
                                            Parish Council Minutes 

          December 17, 2020 via Zoom 

Present: Father Steve Brice, Bob Ostrowski, Paul Peterson (chair), Deacon Rick Letto, Bill Fehrenbach, 

Ginny Williams, Dave Rosenthal, Justine Brilowski, Joanna Slattery, Susan Zach (secretary) 

Excused: Imelda Horvath, Vern Schroth, Chet Przybylski 

 

I. Opening prayer and Song of Mary, 6:30 pm 

II. Minutes approved as written 

III. Environmental Stewardship subcommittee, 6:40 pm 

A. Mission and Vision statements 

Susan presented the statements and a report on the three meetings of the 

subcommittee thus far. Discussion centered on the possibility that some parishioners 

will ask, “Why would the church get involved in this issue?” (Bob) 

 

Susan replied that there is much Catholic social teaching that leads us to care for the 

earth, including Pope Francis’ encyclical, “Laudato Si” in 2015 and the worldwide 

organization called Catholic Climate Covenant. Also the Catholic Alliance of Climate 

Change (Dave). 

 

From a college student’s point of view, the subcommittee would be seen as a good step 

but not enough. “Walking the talk” is vital to retaining young people (Joanna). 

 

This is the second subcommittee from the Social Justice committee that has come 

before the Parish Council for review. How many more? (Ginny). Environment and racial 

justice came before the council because they are seen as controversial social and 

political issues (Father Steve). Not all ministries and ad hoc committees will come before 

the council for approval. 

 

The main issue seems to be whether the activities of these two subcommittees will be 

seen as representing the majority of Holy Spirit parishioners. The purpose of the work of 

the committees is to educate and to bring people together, not divide, and activities will 

reflect that (Susan). 

 

B. Survey of parishioners on environment and climate change 

Survey is prepared and will go out both online and in the January 10 bulletin (Susan). 

There was consensus among council members that the survey should go forward. 

 

If the majority of response is not positive, will the subcommittee proceed? (Paul). 

Susan replied that the work of the subcommittee is a “seed.” The members see their 

work as growing knowledge and dialogue among parishioners on these topics, and they 



see their work continuing. The results of the survey will guide them as to how they 

proceed. 

 

Conclusion: the Environmental Stewardship Committee will provide more 

documentation to the Parish Council as to why this is a spiritual issue based on Catholic 

Social Teaching (Father Steve). Father and Deacon Rick will help Susan with this before 

the council’s January 2021 meeting. 

 

This research on the Catholic foundations on care for our earth will give us the language 

we will need in order to work to bridge the divide among our parishioners (Joanna and 

Dave). 

 

IV. Steering the ship into 2021-2022, 7:15 pm 

Staff and ministries will need to re-examine priorities going into the new year. Father Steve 

provided a draft of several parish priorities written by parish staff.  

 

Discussion centered on the continued need to pull together our two original parishes, 

Newman and St. Stan’s. This includes lingering attitudes toward Campus Ministry and 

serving the college students. Our bishop clearly stated that “You will continue as a university 

parish” (Ginny). Council members agreed that it’s best to look ahead rather than to bring up  

the original split or to dwell on feelings of what was lost. 

 

What kind of church will we be when we come back together after Covid? 

We discussed the work of creating a Holy Spirit identity. 

 

Will we be a “noisy or a quiet” church? (Dave). This decision will develop on its own over 

time. 

 

The words “liberal” and “conservative” in the draft of priorities are perhaps too divisive?  

This division is not the issue since we will not build consensus on the liberal/conservative 

spectrum. it is our Catholic social teaching that will guide us (Joanna). People’s social and 

political views are on spectrum; this is a reality within our church that affects our worship 

and work outside the church so we should remain sensitive. How we frame the issues is 

important, as in Pro-life and Respect Life. We have 900+ families in the parish, and we will 

never all be in one spot (Rick).  

 

We have studied as a parish the book on Intentional Discipleship, which is a good basis on 

which to build our parish identity (Susan). The new ministry center will greatly help us bring 

people together to accomplish this. 

 

Has the Covid virus made it too easy for many parishioners to stay home rather than to go 

to church in person? (Bob) The feeling among the staff right now is to continue after the 

pandemic the online videoing of church services in order to reach the homebound and 

elderly. 



 

V. Other 

Parish committees are again meeting together, thanks to Zoom, on the same night. 

Committees break up into separate chat rooms after briefly meeting all together. Father 

Steve can “pop in” on all the meetings.  

These meetings take place on the first Thursday of the month (next meeting will be on 

January 7).  

Council members are encouraged to join one of these committees as a liaison to the council. 

Currently, council members are represented on Sacred Worship (Chet), Social Justice (Susan, 

Rick), Family Life (Ginny), Campus Ministry (Katy, when she joins us in the new year), 

Finance (Vern).  

 

Faith Formation and Catholic Schools do not have a liaison from the Parish Council as of yet. 

 

VI. Next Parish Council meeting January 21, 6:30 pm with informal visiting at 6:00 pm, via 

Zoom. 

 

VII. Closing prayer (Rick) and adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 


